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Chapter Eight

The British are Coming
(1941-1945)

Brivizh cadets marchirg fo clinss

As they stepped off the train onto the hot, dusty
platferm ai the Tulsa train station, the Britizh fAying
cadets must lave thoughs they had come to the end of
the earth. Ower the past three weeks, they had bezn
ot an almest incredible journsy, Leawing their
beautiful, green, but embattled England, they had
crogead the Mosth Aflantic on an escorted liner,
landing at Halifax, Mova Scotia. Then a long train
ride deram the 5t Lawrence River to Toronto, and a
brief indoctrination into Canadian life. Thare they
entrained again and, in deference to the U 5. official
but aoft-broken neotrality, donmed idantical gray
civilian buginass suits.  After viewing the spectacular
Miagara Falls, they entered the U. 5 at Buffalo,
traveling on through Chicaga, then 5t Louis, unfil
they finally armved ad Tulsa

It was 530 in the morning. June 16, 1941, when
thay linad wp on the platform o Tulsa, a sleepy,
wrwashed, bearded group, their suits hopelassly

Huaprom

wrinkled after two nights cramped sleeping on the
train, Captain Maxwell Balfour, his plercing black
eves scanning the motley crew, gave them ther first
official greeting in tha U. 5. —

"Welcame fo Tulsa, Climb on that bus and we'll
fake you o breakfae”, The British had come to
Spartan

As the war intensified in Europe, in 1940 and
1941, the concept of training British aircrews in the
United States became an atiractive option o the top
officars of the B. A, F. Indeed, there was a precedent
for this, in 1917 British fiving students and their
Curtiss "Canuck” trainers had besn moved from
Canada to Texas in order to train in mors suitabla
weather conditions. But in 1917 the U.S. was at war,
in 1940 America was at least outwardly newtral,
although obviously sympathetic to the English cause

The advaniagas of training in the U5, were many,
including betber weather conditiong, mora resources,




and fraedom fram ehemy action. Because of this, the
Aegotiations wars carried to tha h@ﬂhﬂ.aﬂdﬁﬁ'
late 1940 the U5 had agreed to assist in aircraw
tramning. Several proposals were congiderad,
ingluding seniding . A F. cadets io USAAF fraining
establishments alongside Americans, and the selling
up of saparate, private contract schools, exclusively
for British use, callad the "All Through Scheme®
The question of cost was of vital concern to the
British Government, as the Sxpense involvad would
have to be paid in dollarg which already were in shert
supply. But when Roogevelt pushed the Lend-Logge

efititlad, "4 Propesal for the Number Cne Roval Air
Farce Pilot Training Factlity in the United Stases
In the spring of 1941, a delegation of Miami business
leaders traveled 1o Washingion, D.C_, and presented

the document 1o Lord Halifax, the British Foreign

Secretary. He told them thal o funds were availahls
for sueh uﬂumuutpmnl,hmifthend-Lﬂu
Bill were pacsed, he would consider thair

Private contract school operators o Washington 10
discuss tha training of British pilats. Captain Max
Balfour wag in this group, but ai'terauinguwanq:u
of the requirements, he regredfully announced (hat
did not have any spars capacity available for
such training At this paint, the head of the British
Migsion handed him the Miami proposal, and
suggested he give it serious considaration,
It his *Open Pog* higtory of the &3 British Flying

"After studying the brachure Captain Balfour
made an appaintment to visit Aficmi This was the
first of @ mumber of visits with the Champer of
Commerce FeEpresentalives there, buyg Jor some
reasomn, Capdain Mﬁ:nrdu-idm’mfmmmw
at Pamca City, and ot Mian iPowca City had also
Prepared detwiled proposals, and would later have
analfrer contract school focated there ) But i
PUE 30 much gffort inte the Proposals for Migmi
Harry Berkey decided 1o make a final aftempt o
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Golpnel 2, D, Beerla
continental CL1 Ceopargr
Pompa Cityr, Q-lahooa

Boas Coleonal Ra-rlst

thare o~a futa=s pocelbiliticn.

orainat the Ponca City oroject.

1-3

Sandax A, I flew ever tho pectlon couth of Fonoao Cily with
en Army ropresontative, Es finds, os I expected, that the south portion
ig mch tos low ond wonld pead o preat deal of d@ainaps, This trpa of
soil bvocooos wery sticky when sodkof ond wve foar wvo conld not opamts
tithont numo—ong rumwara, Howovar, the dnta you sent i not lost on

Hownvers, for tha tims bolng, %o oy rogrot, thery hove dacided
They have chosen the Miaml privatelr
ounod alrport which 1o roady to g0

I wigh %o thank you for your vhole-hearked cooperatlon and te
oxproes By regrets for the trouble and oxpense to vhich you and tha tovn
hove beon put, Perhaos we will havs belter Inck paxt tios.

Sincerely youss,

Haxwsll ¥, Balfour

Byl frear Tatiar to Pamca E'l'l'_l.', 2k o

charge the Captain’s mind and arranged o meeting
on o Monday morming of 8:00 AM, Berkey took
nn';mg Haeh Cobban, President ﬂ_f the Nowth Eastern
i Melakoma Ratlvoad, for added support.  [I meant a
330 AM afart for these gentiemen, bul iF proved ko
be well worklh i

“dx  the meeling pr‘r.l'g."c'.i:iu:'d. the  Miamn
representaiive’s eloguen and powerfully persuasive
@ U e impressed .['I'.::J_'Ifbplr fo the poini he was
reported to kave satd 'For two cents ['d choase
A fraem over Poviea O, o thas poind, Herk Cobban
pucifed rwa pemmier oul of his pocket and tossed them
or thee cexk.  Balfow smiled, picked them up and xaid
UK Adae i is", and Migmi ecame the site of the
V3 Beitizh Flvimr Trairing School,

Howsver, it was to prove impossible 1o prepars
facilites at Mz for the first class of Bnnsh cadets
that were due to arrive in late June.  Thus it would
be necessary 1o howss them tempodarily in Sparian's
Tulsa facilities, For this reason, these first cadets

Farm

wonald be reding the Spartan bus o the School seven
miles ta he nomheast of the train station, on this
sweltéring morning of Jume 16, 1941 They wera
treated to some new and amazing, sights. Downtown
Tulsa could be seen, with molti-story “skyscrapars”
appearing to grow almest out of the raw praine.
Even at the early hour of 6:00 AM there were a
rumber af cars on the road, huge cars by British
standards, And the weather was HOT  Although it
was early morning. the teniperature was in the #rs,
making their gréy woolen suits scratchy and
uncomfortable. Artiving at the barracks, they wers
allowed to change o thair lightwaight khaki British
uniforms, topped off with their grey oversaas caps.
Captain Balfour then led them ta the Spartan
cafeteria, where, after & welooming spesch, they were
treated to a huge American-style breakfast.
Throughout the exstence of the British schoals,
the studants were unrversally amazed Ly the food and
accommoskitions furnished them  Ome of the first
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British Pilots to Be
Trained at Miami
One of Oklahoma's Five Flying

Cadet Schools Will Open in
Counly Seat July 18

One of five Aylng cadel schoolan to
be opernted In the United Biates fog
the training of Britlah clivilian pllots
will be opened in Miami July 19 undar
dirsetion of ths Bparian Behool of
Aeronautics, It was announced at Tuls
sa Tussday by Capt, Maxwall Balfour,
director of the schoal,

The school wiil be one ob Lhres op-
arnted by Bpartan, the nation's largest
trainer of eivillan pilots, In the rtate
of Oklatoma The other schools &re
at Tulss and Muskoged.

Captain Balfour sald that ke was
not privileged to revenl full detnils of
negitiations which led to the mlestion
of Miami sa the site for the sehool but
admittsd that the unit to be opersisd
thare Is the same ome thal previeusly
had been schaduled to ba located sl
Ponca City.

Immadisls constrictlon has bean &t
thorized on hangurs, barracks, offiss
bulldings and other needed housing
facilties, Captain Balfour ssld. Out-
iay om the part of Bpartan will be In
tfa nelghborhood of $250,000 with the
untimats Investment to approximabs
000,000,

Balfour sald that thers would ba He
tla diféerence batween the conduct of

the school at Miard and the schools st
Tulss snd Muskoges,

The Brrimk school war welcome mewa .'J:lmugérm'l

wortfeest Ol hpmr, This arficle uppm:.wenr i e Sime 19
194 adivtom of the A Ron American.

cadets reported: " Everwhing in this plece i3 clean
and efficient. Aeroplanes. equipment and on dovwn
to such things as food, beds and shower boths
Nothing v sharl or inferior.  America  hax
gverytking/”  From the outset, the United States
officials insistad that the British receive exactly the
same meals, physical facilities, recreation
opportunities and madical care as that furnished for
Americans. At first the British represantativas
resigted this extra cost, but gince the Americans
were paying for it through Lend-Lease, they had 1o

Aftsr only one day to seitle in, the firgt class of
British cadats reported to their flying instructors
and began training on the PT-19 prmary [ramers,
ising the Tulsa Municipal Airport.  And while
busy by day kearning the new skills of flying, ther
nights were equally exciting, From the beginmng
the "RLAF. Boys ocul at Spartan” were local
haadline news, Invitations Nowed in daily. Tea
dances, ball games, rodeos, swimming partizs, and
church services were opened to the visitors,
Families drove to the school to pick up any stray
“Britisher” they could find that was off duty, and
took him ouf for the evening.  Girls kept the school
telephone ringing  Some lucky students met
members of the Tulsa Coontry Club and wend
driven out to & beautiful seiting in the hills for golf,
dining or swimming in lavish surroundings. A
great many friendships wers formed waith the
Amearicans training at the Spartan schools, their
identical tasks and ambations gave them something
i1 cofnmon.

Tree te their traditions, the British cadets
masched to all their classss, and even to the flight
line, in a crisp military manner; swinging thedr
arms stiffly in exact cadence. Thear even ranks and
precision marching did not go unnoticed by the
officars in charge of the Amarican trainess. Shertly
aftar the British arrived, the "Yanks" were called
out 1o closa order dnll each evening in an attempt
to remedy their rather casual marching techniques.
Captain Balfour was said to have personally
ordered this addition to the cadets training routing.

The Brtish quickly became accustomed to
Aumerican food, and the somewhnt different social
lifie, but the Oklahoma weather was ancihar malers
[n contrast te their cool, damp England, they were
to endure the haat, high winds and thunderstorms
common to the midwest, One student described
this weather in a lattar o his parants.
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T bave mor dome much
Sving lately becawse since
fowt Thureday we hove bean
having some fevrible storms
the worst rain, wind, trunder
aned Dghtning | have ever
seew or heard,  Today if i
beautifil and sunny again,
but mow ot finr o'slook the
femperatuee iv 93 déegroes, |
ann siting . wnder on eleciric
Jan with fust a paty of shovts
o, Bud even the fam seweds hot
afr aver me. "

While this fisst class was
slarting its (radning in Talsa,
Balfour and the Spanan
managameant were rushing to
completion the new fying
school being built in Miami,
Less than a month after

signing the contract with the
E. A F. Mission, the Tulsa
firm of Waller-Wells had
been engaged and were hard
M work on the builldings for the new school By
Fuly T, Mr. Edmund Wells, the superintendent of the
project, reporied that over 125 men were working on
the buildings and that things wers "on schedula®,

"RAINY

Hher we're bark o dear
old Enpland,
And we kear the gentle
rain,

With tts pitter.pitter-
patter,
Hfﬂ.'l.l'dl.\': an .'.'Il.g' _':'|..l¢|:.'-.-.d_'_l.-
pane,
Lot us I:I-I!ﬂ??.r:.' FEmembes

Thal we pught wot to
ol
For 1 wnever raini in
EJ-IIL::'m:.Jr
Cuite lthe Oklahoma
||'J|.||.
—! ."r..'I'i'.'.l'.|:|'l:"I

"Rain ™ oy by i Beibisk daddar, Donson

The Fuge American cars amazed the Britivh Flasernon

The total cost of the new facilities would be over
4500000, bt the ample coffers of the now-
prosperous Skelly Ol Company could easily handle
thi necessary financas,

The centarpisce of the building complex was 1o be
the abandoned and boarded up tourist hotzl, the
"Pierce Pennant", In the late 1920's and early 1O00's,
the Pierce (i) Company started a chain of "Hotel
Stops® along the much promated US, Highway 66,
later to be called "The Mother Road" and mads
famous in film and television. (It i3 interesting to
node that this same Highway 66 iz now being
promotad intarnationally as a magar tourist attraction
by the various cities and towns along its old route )

These Pierce Pennant rcadhouses were spaced
about 100 miles apart and would offer all the services
needed by the crogs-country traveler  |n addition to
& multi-pump filling station, thare would be a repair
Barage, restaurant, barber shop, and hotel rocns
avatlable  One was built at Miami, another 1o the
east at Folla, Missour, and ene at Tulsa.  Bul the
concapd was not successful, and by the mud-1930s
most had been sbandonsd. For a while the main
building at Miami was operated as a tavern, wath
dances being held in the ballroom of the former
hotel, by 1941, the buillding was bnardad up and
Yacant,
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But now, once again, it could sarve a useful
purpose.  As remodelled under Balfour's directions,
the hotel would become the main administration
building of the school complex, contaimng a
recaption area, offices, game room, snack bar and
post store. Om the third floor one-time hotal rooms
would bacome living quarters for the Spartan staff,

The old Giling station would now becoms a-gate-
house and entrance office, but the rest of the facilities
would be new construction. Behind the tavern
building a larga level quadrangle was laid out,
bounded on the othar three sides by frame buildings.
On the north side would be a 48x 110 foot restaurant,
with a seating capacity of 200,  Along its south
exposure would be a long screened in parch  On the
wegl would ba ong story classroem buildings, and on
the south a huge T-shaped barracks

A1 the 300 gera girfield, a half mile west of tha
school buildings, other construction wis under way
Earlier, the Miami city fathers had purchased land
for the airfield, and lad constructed a stes] hangar
Mow this hangar would be usad by Spanan as a
maimenance shop, A field headgquariers building
would be erecied, a3 well as classrooms for Link
Trainers, and a parachute packing facility. Later,
geveral additional large hangars would be built.

&5 BFTS ar Miamd, (Ndakoma. The former Piiree Parmant Hotel fn the foregrownd

TONY" MING

As soon as the #3 BFTS began operations, Max
Balfour appointed Anthony J. *Tony" Ming as the
school's Director. He was to remain there throaghout
the entire period, from 1941 to 1543, Since all the
flying instructors, as well as (he ground school
personnel were American civilians, it was an
intricate task 1o weld together the diverse
parsonalities inio a successful team. He took pilots
who had besn bamnstormers and ferry pilot,
instructors who had bean farmers or schoolisachers,
and formed a creditable and efficient organization
His afforis were noted by British Air Ministry when
they appointad him as an Henorary Member of the
iOrder of the British Empire. The citation read:

" gm commanded by te Air Council to inform
you thal they have learmed with much pleasure that
Iis Majesty the King has begn graciously pleased to
approve your appointment as an Monorary Member
of the Order of the British Empire in recogmition af
vour services to the Rovel Alr Force. The Council
wiskey me fo comvey o von IREL warm
congratwlationy an Meid mark of His Wajesty's Favor
awted b thank you for all pouw have dorie "
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After the War, Ming staysd with
Spartan, finally becoming Dirsctor of
its gatellite overhiul operations o
Camden, latar Trenton, Mow Jersey.
Sadly, he was to die in a plane crash,
August 14, 19561 near Charleston,
South Carolina

O month after their arrival
Tulsi, on Sunday morning July 13, the
# class of cadeds boarded the Spartan
bussas and moved to their new horms i
the #3 BFTS, Miami. Al that time,
Squadron leader A C Kermaode
armived to take up his duties, During
the first few wesks at Miami,
construction work was still geing on,
50 the cadets were housed in the girls'
dormitory of the ME  Oklahoma
Juntor College; the girls were still on
summer vacatton, This began & long
and pleasant association with the
college; many friendships began at the welcoming
damces held for each maw groap

Churchill was reportad to have said "English is the
common language that divides uws." Tha British
cadets found some amusing language differances
during their visits with American friends. F. C.
Bamberd recallad one quch incident.  "F was Javited
o @ Sumday dierer By one foeily, ey thea repeated
the mevilghion a week Ioier  When | aredved the
hewband did rol appear o be @f home. "Wherd's
Froxs?, [ awked " O, Fe's fust madling i the garder’
whe replied [ wax pzzled, [ lnew they had @ modern
farlel indaors  He soor appeared, and D bedame
cloar that he had heen ddiing aboul’ s the gaden,
oy we world ove puf it "

Hamprem

"Harzeplay ™ with mascar "Pefe”

The N, B Jr, Colluge camms; lempuorary British barracks Fam

Patay MeCallum was & cadet in one of (he fisst
courses, and forfunately sent & series of descriptive
letters home to his parents baginning on August 26,
1941, Excerpts from these leiters tell of the typical
wonder and excitement experienced by the young
Bratish fliers.  “Thix achon! is sctwally Am by fio
British Olicers and one Flight Sergeant.  The
instewciors and all ather personned are Americans. Ji
i wew schoa) and vou cowld Juvd ot imagiee whal
a wanderfil place it v, We kave four fellows fo a
oo fursished like @ hotel and bavo mren fo clear up
el ol ourr shoes and press owr clother and dv
amythime we wanl doing.  We fiy from 700 AM unfid
12:00, then have grownd sehool 1n the affernoons,

The jood in the comp v excellenl wid beaunfinly
served By waiters, Al the foed B fancy and you
ever recomitize anwhing wetlf pow faste i 0 dx all
rich and sweet, The mational drink seemy to be fced
tiece served with letmon and sugar: we also drink a Jo
e ik e ovame juice.”

Peter was evidently a good student, because he
soon was describing bis sobo flight in a letter home:
"Weptember 7, P4F T owent solooal 9 s 20 mn
wdalch in srearty h dory belei e average nme. [
ey yeciwid o o sefo in my course,  The penaliy for
fhix fear wew huving evervone else in e fTght o
drink @i the canteen. [n coxe vor misinterpre! this
thredrink waw orarpaod. Oklaoma (8 one of the few
dry srates n America amd There gre o puis oF
licersed fowves of any kind
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PT-1 8 flenerm bie the Brivick shidenls during Primary Traiming

"1 hawe mrat @ very nice American fammily in Miami
by the name of Slmdan. Mr Slayion gave me a T o
Affami the other evening amad ar [ wask't going
ariywhiere i particwlar Re tovited me fo his howse foe
dinner. They are very pich people, farmers.  Thay
awn flve farms or ranches around here, nearly halfa
mitlion seres, (Editor's note: this figure must be in
error)l. The family comprizes Motker, Father, Jure
ape eighfeen ard af College, omd Mary Low who 13
married ond she Rar o baby oy, She lives v
California bl is howe on g heliday. They owna three
cars; Muw's, Dad's gmd June has one with her af
college in Washinglon, [ spent the weekend with
them and they gave me a "swell lime'.  Thay are
feaching e to pids o horse and [ had a pood fme
defiing a 40 horsepower Buick Ar fiest 1f was
difftewdt to keep am fhe right side af the road ™

[n ancther letter homa, Octobar [, 1941, Pater
mentions the close relationship he had developed
willy the E.l.'j:,d-uu family

s Sundery fhe Tonpen! L':'.'zr.'.u:?.-lu.'.rj Chuwrch gove a
fea, 1 ong |_|_." thre Rotels, fo e Heifich cmdetr. [ ey
a ‘heip wowrself from the fabie’ affair, and all had o
good fime  There were lote of Americany there ang
EEFpn ot vifaliomy .'.lur..'-::'.l" Cheriaipics gnd fofs |_|..l'

Diomean bvsmnae

pifver places and festivals. [ had fo refise guite @
numrher of people hecause my friends (the Slayions)
have already booked me up on every occasion I go
ot from aow an wlid [ leave, "

Sadly, this was to be Peter's [ast letter home, A
ghort time later he became one of the first cadets
killed in an gircraft accident. His plane fell during
night training near Columbus, Kansas, he 15 buried
along, with fouresn of his countrymen in the Bribish
saction of the Mian cemefery

BT-13 Bereig rrafmer wred ai Mramr, Prrx
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A touching illustration of the regard and
affection shown the Brinsh "bovs” by the
good citizens of Miami, is the example of
Mrz F M. Hill. When accidents happened.
s cazualties wara buried o the G AR
Cemetary on the north side of town.  Mrs.
Hill made it ler parsonal obligation to care
for these graves, In 1990, har daughter,
Mrs Florenos Cunningham, gave this
aceounit:

T da ot remember winy Aother wrd [
kappened to be out at the cemelery tnai
day. Ar the e here were two graves, b

they were 5o unkempl looking — no grass,
br'g cloety af dliet that had wof beer smoothed
out fof course they were prefly mew)
Amvhow she said, “Fm poing o do
something for thave British bovs', and she
did

T owent with her on lofy of ryps over
there, av did owe Hite cocker, but she did
most af the work,  Mother hod o flalr for
gardening. Rose buvhes came Jo the graves
and Irises. Later when there were mord
graves, little Jimiper frees were all i a row
with the whife crosses.  As owr Memortal
Day would caome, the rewspapers would
make sention of (t, and Mother, being a
rathar sy soul, wiey a Bt overwirelmed by
the figy,  She heard from a lof of people
arpred fhe coustry aboud B os well ay the
[LK

T fq.u'_p i Mew ¥ork, o e.:lr.rl:il"l‘l'u.h.' lI"."cr."h' Crraat
HBritain, sent the Union Jack fags every Memavrial
Dy for yeary.  Mother wapld pul fire ll'fag.r ol and
then fake thew in fo make them last longer ax they
were Bard o come by

Mrx. Hill's grove marker, | 993 Prex

Aborvg: British pres dn Wiomi comefary, JH43. Dhsmsii
Bt Swomg graves, | P95 =5

“Time passed and then there were |5 grives. The
Junipers had do be foken oul in time ox they were
rather show! fived  The wooden crosses were faken
dwet aid the stone markers you see foday were pul
in place. Some of the parents wved fo send money [o
Mather 1o have fTowers put on fheir son’s graves on
apmropriate deays, bul srost of the parenly are gore
M

*These days an Americmn veleron's ovgamzanoe
put on large red and white wreafhe on Memorial
Day.  They are artificial and are faken down and
stored for the next \ear™

BArs. Hill disd in 1989 and, ac she wished, was
buried with the “Eritish Boys™ ghe loved so weil. Her
gravestone carries the followang inscription:

"WRE FM. HILL of Miami, burled alongside.
vilunlarily tended these fifteen Hritish Airmen’s
gravey et h:’n'pé'l:'l' tralr lovad oRes ."-"I'I'-ﬂ'l' Told] I
1982 These selflev hivan aofions were mknowe o
mogt Nhe war awarded e F;..H'IE & predal for seevice
i the couse of freedom by King George 11"
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4 Britich cadet's drawiag of the ki, O ahoma, airfied.

The flying courses wers arranged very much as
those already being given by Spanan 1o the U5
cadets, Each course Was divided into stages,
Primary, Basic and Advanced Thare were three
different types of aircraft used, the PT-12 Falrchild in
Primary, the BT-13 Vultes in Basic, and the AT-5
Harvard in Advanced. Eventually the BT's were
dispansed with and the students went directly from
the Fairchild to the Harvard The classes were
wmgedmhawsnmdm“mhumnﬂmarLdm
lagt 20 wesks, Forty-five ground and fight
| nSLruEtoTs Wars involved as were over 80 aircrafl

The scheol was run on the cadat system, with
cadet officers responsible for the day to day
discipling. There were no LA F. staff living in the
camp, Those assigned 1o the school were.

Commanding Cffices

Senier Administrative Officer

Two Pilot Instrulors

One Mavigation [nstructar

Ome NCO Signals

Ope WOO Armaments

Oma NCO PTI

Cadets trained six doys @ week, half day flying
and haif 2 day ground schoal.

The usual procedure for the Primary staga was for
half the students to fly oul 1o the anxiliary field with
the instructors whils the other hglf drove oub in the
schoal bus  The procedure wis reversed in the

evening The bus would often stop at the Ice Factory
on the way out to the airfield 1o pick up a block of 108
for the water cocler in the CTEW DDOTHL

One unusual feature aboat flying from the

auxiliary field was thal both right and lefl hand

paiterns were
they had to fly.

used. Cadats wers told which carcut
If they should forget and take off or

land on the wrong side their instrucior would
senience them to a period of swnding at attention by
the large wooden wand tee.

his "Sole’, and

Two of the most critical and best remamberad
svents in a flying cadet's schoaling would probably be
the awarding of wings of
"Graduation”, Cadst E Cook wrote these thoughts

ahout his solo flight in the October 1941 Open Post

magazing His expensnce was typical

I

Rritizh codi 's arl wark
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Thexe cadets sodoed suecexsfinly

Hhat o grand morming, the i o so gl aed
calm, an aeroplane could By lkell My instracior is
wailing for me, highly pleased for his other student,
Jobm, has soloed this morming. We are soon alofl
topeifer and | meamage o make three good clrcills,
The last was @ Mr busmpy, buf @ natol vedce Booms
dowet the éar fubes Take me back fothe stage kouse’
Dotaed back, and my instructor slowly, almost
maddeningly, climbs from his seal. With @ cheery
wave and @ word or twe of infeeded advice, he
saunters off

T am alane v he mlane bul somefow [ do

Afler the sodo, and throughoat the
traaning there were vanous typos of
check mides, usually by the fight
commandear, to check prograss  They
coald regult in the ultimate "Waeh
Out”, which meant the cadet was sent
back 1o Moncton, Canada, as
unsurtabie for further pilof traming. a
£ad gccurrence indeed For the Basic
gnd Advanced stages, the studsnts
moved back to the main camp and
flew from the municipal  fisld,
alizrnating between  morning  and
aflerncons. The municipal field, with
its hanjgars, créw rooms, efc., was just
& short walk up the road wath a larpg
plaving field between it and the camp
Every day those who were flying marchad up to the
flight lines whera they mat thair instrectors.

Alzo on the municipal fisld, as part of the hangar
complex, was the Link Trainer building. This form
of strmulated Nving was an important élement in the
tranning of pilets, but for some reason many of the
cadets felt that the instrectors took fiendish dalight in
putting the pupils in unosseal positions as soon as the
hood was lowared The terms *needls, ball, ajrspead”
ook on a whaole new meaning, whan heard over the
earplomes in that e, dark cockpit

not Fealize . Why worry, §ooam Ty the thing
For the pasf J or 3 hosrs e beer dodng i, ke
hax beer only o passemger. Taxl baek o the
end of the feld for fake-off  S-twen, rot foo
faxt, dan’t forget fo look aroiend. five her the
g, ol foo frsd, let the angine mok ip speed,
J|:|."||2'||'J her .':r.".-:ug.lrj' Hell whe'x :!.f.' Fh g‘rrmm.l'_
there's the wind-fee and stage homve below
Siw mever came off so quickly before.— O
yes, lexv weighd, no insiepcior In front
Threattle back o (itde, walch the altimefer and
fachomeler. 230 feer, level off and hien to the
right, Keepr e mose wpe Olimb fo 300 feer
(M, thix i FEENY e wven NIFERIAE g ar tha
emgime, 300 feet, Nevel off and turi om the
dowmaind 1'.rg [ must Fredtle Dock aegd hom
e the hare fgg That wame iy sdrcomar thaw |
thowgrit. 've gaimed 50 feer. Now cut the gun,
krep her mose up @ bif to lose speed, then
dovm wifr .'n':g'..l':'uln_l.'. Pur her pioge denot glllilld'
al B, fook owl for the fence. (% good, 'm
wiell e 3E, 0 won't overshaot. Level off] eaze

STUDENTS OF THE R, A. F.
You Are Always Welcome At The
COLEMAN THEATRE

WE SHOW ALl THE LATEST HITS FROM HOLLYWOOD
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OF 19411
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back an the stick--ad Por on the _H."rit'.-'rr.l' w1k
barely a bimmp. M done i my fiest solo feip”

Mvies @f the “Colemas ™ wive popilar

Dot Vool i
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Three "James" and Hampron (B with intfructor Pites i ot of o Marvard Hanarro

As each course drow 1o its end a number of events
took place There were the usual ground scheol
axams, bul the most challenging tast was the
"Wings" long distance eress country flight, usually 1o
El Paso on the Mexican border These flights
ivvolved two pilots flying altarnately as pilot and
navigator. In 1993 Fred Hampton still rememibered
this experience:

"October (2th, 944 way o fine day and the
atrfield way full of sounds of departing Hareards,
dach careving twe  excifed young men om an
acventure none had ever thought poxsible  Ow the
first leg, Miami to Ardmare, [ was the pilor with Teyl
wnging  along  behind me ar  navigator. (4N
Welshiman wingl Landing of Ardotors, [ was
dismayed when the aircrafl acted erratically on
tanding. Ax the tailwhee! touched the growmd [ had
o fight hard fo maintain a straight cowrse along the
farpiae. Tafl war guite amused and 'ribbed’ me for o
tad (ameling. Fortunately, | hod delaved tomiching

down e fattwhes! anli! the aircrafl woy weli balow
sialling speed, as way proved larer.

“Toff few the plane (AT-6 £93) on to the next siop
al Big Speings, Texas, § was studving my navigation
documenly av we fanded, but moticed that he, broe o
character, came boldly in af very mear mecimion
speed 1 felf a slight bump of the front wheels when
everytinng wen! havwire. [ was frows arownd quite
wolently av the plane grownd looped  finishing up
with one wing imbedded jn the ground, and the
mr_‘,".'u'.l'.:.l' -'t'tl.":-"l'_l-' crgmey nu-'z.‘::l,q- 1o iF réscue. We werg
Fire aur feip b B0 Paeo was el to be, insiead o fong
frain jetraay was 1 the cards

"We duly reported fo the Chief Fiying Insirucior
ht'..l'n;.h"t' m-:?.'i'.'r:lg OUP Wiy aixconsmiale wap fo e s
.,l";'”' funch,  Ax we ale we Reard the crash crew
kheading  owl grain, Someone hed mads  the
wiforgivable arror of landing withow the wheels
down! The plane way a wreck and we expected
COMIARY o pur return fo Bave  Foever, the €0,
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P19 cvagh at nigh,

A BT-13 oo ifx bock

appeared and explained the reavon
Sfor oty ovn sad experience. The
locking pin ln the fall wheel had
failed, cousing owr growed  loop,
Furthermore, the stafl af Big Springs
werg willing o replace our damaged
wipg fip with one from the ofher
Plane. True to thelr word, the plane
wips readied i shor! order, and we
WEFE OF ONF WaY again

"I axked Toff, who way Rovigallng
JSrom the rear cockpil, Jor o composs
course, e replied he'd had mo fime
fo check the weather and wimd
condifions, but i we Qew west and
falloved a l.'h','::'e'.r:‘m? oun on e
man, Bl Paso way somewhere ahead)
So ol we zel, fTying low and keeping
the pipeling in sight. After a while I

meficed what appeared fo be black clouds ahead. §
asked Tofl' i it war possibly o bip storm,  He said mo
are had mentioned bad weather, so we few on
amaderiiy the suppased clowdy became more visthle,
we were i fow indo the Rocky Mowntalns, olearly
marked on the map,  Casually Toff said, 8 pes, [
wee. Tuen left and Ty alongside the monntaing and
we pass over them near Guadelpupe Peak. ' T flew
sonth wnlil this gap appeared, fhen fwmed wesr
forwray disfemi B Paso, paswing over the mounlals
ferrain 34000 feet kigh
"Ar thig point the fuel gouges indicaled o

change of tonks, [ iwned the valves, bt the engine
cut oul affer only o briefresponse.. After o ov three
alfempiy o start. Tofl pulfed back his caropy and
said 'Lefs jump ' | pomied ol Fhat we were silll
over Righ mousiains and that | we swvived the
Jamp, it might be weels before we were found,  Af
iy poini I decided fo iy e wohble puntp, ..|TH.|:'.|:.| [
inject fred r:rrq.rrn'm'.l'}: wwihem slarting the enging. This
worked and | mnr:lugm:.l' to mainiain o siraight and
level coarwe. Taking twrmy on the pump, we
descended over o deser! looking area to El Paso, |
called the El Paso Tower, but could pef no response
{ finally told them thot if they were receiving me |
was comting In straight ahead, regardless of fraffc
We chased a plane or heo oul of the patiern, but
made o gafe landing, with fire engines, reéscie voans
aind ambulances chavivg us devn e Fumeay,

oter u-'e'_ll'n"mnr.l' a broken _Iﬁ:.-.l.'.' prumig had pauved
Fritiy r.l'J_,!',r.:r.'u'.I'.'l'p '.";an g‘hr?.:u' send dngdruciory dowi o
ride with us on the return ight "

Wideir collivion sausimpr fmpre carumfiier Diinsan VELISELDS
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The long-masites “Wings Parade™

Finally came Graduation, the big day of the Wings
Parade and dance The Parade was held a1 the
Municipal field, and would be sccompanied by a band
and various dignitaries. Visitors in the form of friends
and families would be present to witness that VETY
proud moment which each cadat had worked so hard
to achieve, the pinning on of thoss covetad "wings"

Presentations were mads by & wvarety of
personages, the Commanding Officer, vigiing Sendor
B A F officers, US AAF Generals and athers
The bachelor "Wings® dinner was held @ this time at
a number of different locations as far away ag Joplin
It was astonishing, in & dry sts, where the liquar
wiould come from, and the BEMAzing assortmeant tha
tasqueredad under the label of whisky. The dance on
graduation night was a happy yet sad affair. The
graduates had achieved what they wamad, yet they
WeTe soffy to be saying goodby to Miami and Ay
wonderful friends. They knew full well they would
probably naver meat agsin

Altogether 27 classes started at Miami, but
numbers 26 and 27 did not finsh dus 10 the war's and.

AFTIH

The Public Records Office at Kew, England, .-.'!'
2124 R.AF. cadets and 117 US AAF cadets
started in the program, 116 of the Americans a i f
1376 of the British cadets successfully completed the
training and were awarded their coveted "wings®
The schoal was clesed in August of 1945

w el

Pirteiag om the coveted wings




